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and ink and writ a note, and in a very handsome and submissive manner returned him thanks foi his favom, assuimg him he would do his best to continue and impiove it, and that he would be ready to wait upon him whenever he should be pleased to command.
To shorten the account as much as possible, all things were concluded to their mutual satisfaction, and in about a fortnight's time they set forward for "Wales, where Dickory, notwithstanding his dumbness, behaved himself with so much diligence and affability, that he not only gained the love of the family where he lived, but of everybody lound him.
In this station he continued till the death of his master, which happened about twenty years afterwaids; in all which time, as has been contained by several of the family, he was never obseived to be any ways disguised by dunking, or to be guilty of any of the follies and irregulai ities incident to -sei vants in gentlemen's houses. On the contrary, when he had any spare time, his constant custom was to ictire with some good book into a pi hate place within call, and theie employ himself in reading, and theu writing down his observations upon what he read.
After the death of his master, whose loss afflicted him to the last dcgiee, one Mis. Mary Moidant, a gentlewoman of #r<*at vn tuo and piety, and a very good fortune, took him into hor service, and earned him with hei, first to Bath, and then to Bustol, wheie, after a lingering distemper, which, continued for about four years, she died likewise
Upon the loss oi Ins mistress, Dickory grew again exceeding melawiioly find disconsolate; at length, inflecting that death is but a common debt which all mortals owe to natuie, an4 must be paid sooner 01 latei, he became a little bettor satisfied, and 80 detoi mines to get together \\hafc he had saved m His service, and then to return to his native countly, and theie linisli 1m hfe in privacy and retirement.
Having been, as has been mentioned, about twenty-four years a seivant, and having, m the interim, received two legacies, vu , one of thuty pounds, left him by his master, and another of fifteen pounds by his mifctiess, and beini!; always voiy frugal, he had got by him in the whole up\\aid^ of sixty pounds. This, thinks he, with piudcnt management, will be enough to suppoit me as long as I live, and so I'll